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Get Active Sullivan!

MO-BAP opens Wound Care Center 

SULLIVAN – Imagine a 
wound that never heals. For many 
people, the reality becomes a con-
stant cycle of treatment and frus-
tration. Until a few months ago, 
the best-case scenario may have 
necessitated lengthy out-of-town 
trips for treatment – or simply liv-
ing with the pain and uncertainty.

But not anymore, says Ron 
Culbreath, program director of a 
new wound care treatment facility 

located at Missouri Baptist Sul-
livan Hospital. “Any wound that 
is over four weeks old that is not 
healing is a chronic wound,” says 
Culbreath. “That’s the kind of 
wound we can treat at the Wound 
Care Center.” Opened in January 
of this year, the Wound Care Cen-
ter specializes in comprehensive 
care of problem wounds by using 
up-to-date approaches in the sci-
ence of wound care.

That may include hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy, a proven course 
of treatment for patients suffer-
ing from diabetic ulcers, traumatic 
wounds, surgical wounds, burns, 
pressure ulcers or other chronic, 
non-healing wounds.

“Every patient’s wound is 
unique,” Culbreath says.”We pro-
vide a thorough diagnostic exam 
to identify the type of wound and 
then chart a course of treatment Blair Howard monitors a patient in a hyperbaric chamber.

WOUND page A3

Gas inching to 
$4 mark

By Will Sites

SULLIVAN – 
Don’t make a Vegas 
bet that local pump 
prices have peaked. 
Better to save the 
money for the tank, 
some experts say, be-
cause $4 gas could 
have us singing the 
summertime blues. 
That’s the bad news.

The good news 
is that we won’t be 
pumping $5 gas. Ac-
cording to the experts 
at the Oil Price Info 
Service, retail un-
leaded prices have 
begun to stabilize 
after jumping more 
than 20 cents per gallon last week.  That as oil hit 
$112 per barrel – a two-year high. Pump prices 
for regular unleaded are spotty across Missouri, 
with $3.89 per gallon showing up in St. Louis 
last week and $3.43 gas in the Bootheel. Last 
year at this time Missourians were paying about 
$2.59 per gallon.

In Sullivan, the average price on Sunday 
was $3.63 for regular unleaded – two cents 
above the state average of $3.61. If AAA and 

Experts disagree on whether or not 
pump prices will hit $5 per gallon, 
but agree that $4 is likely

Jeff Lock, right, hits the pavement Thursday evening along Mattox Drive as part of Get Active Sullivan! The Parks 
& Rec-sponsored challenge is an effort to get the community involved in physical fi tness. See story on page 2.

Gas prices 
across Missouri

Hayti $3.43
Marshall $3.46

Cape Girardeau 
$3.48

Springfi eld 
$3.49

Sullivan $3.63
St. Louis $3.89

(As of  April 9, 2011, 

gaspricewatch.com)

MoChip program helps locate missing kids

GAS page A5

Story and photos by Will Sites

SULLIVAN – It’s one program that 
sponsors hope is never needed. That’s 
because MoCHIP – or Missouri Child 
Identifi cation and Protection – is de-
signed to provide parents and law en-
forcement with material that will aid 
in locating missing children. Last Sat-
urday the Masonic Children’s Founda-
tion-sponsored program was held at the 
Sullivan Middle School.

“The quicker we can get the info, 
the better,” said Sullivan Police Depart-
ment Offi cer Steve Webb at the event. 
“It’s handy and easy, especially for a 
panicked parent.” Webb was noting the 
compact disc that parents receive after 
a child goes through the 10-minute pro-
cess.

MoCHIP is a free program that be-
gan in 2004. Funded through the state 
Masonic Lodge, it’s described as a 
comprehensive child recovery, identi-

fi cation and abduction awareness program. 
The idea is to compile recent photos, DNA, 
and other identifying attributes that are pro-
vided to the parents. If a child goes missing, 
the CD can be provided to law enforcement, 
speeding up Amber Alert information, me-
dia releases and investigative efforts.

So far, the organization notes, seven 
children have been located using the in-
formation gathered at a MoCHIP event. “It 
can provide dental and DNA information, 
as well as fi ngerprints and photos,” said 
SPD Offi cer Mike Simmons, who just be-
gan a career with the police department on 

A child gets fi ngerprinted Saturday morning at the Sullivan Middle School.

So far, the organization 
notes, seven children have 

been located using the infor-
mation gathered at a MoCHIP 

event.

Incumbents hold 
on, Prop A fails

MoCHIP page A3

By Will Sites

SULLIVAN – With a short ballot offering 
during the April 5 election, voters kept sev-
eral elected City of Sullivan offi cials around 
for another term, including two opposed alder-
men and the city clerk. Franklin County voters 
turned down Proposition A, which would have 
increased property tax aimed at increasing fund-
ing for programs benefi tting the developmen-
tally disabled.

In the city race, Judy McPherson held on 
as city clerk, squeaking by in a crowded fi eld 
of fi ve. McPherson won by just 11 votes (233) 
over challenger Staci Pfeuffer (222). Other can-
didates included Nancy Weiskopf (151), Brenda 
Dace (106), and Lynn Williams-Rainey (34).

ELECTION page A2



Sullivan Journal

www.sullivanjournal.com

Page 3Tuesday, April 12, 2011

Zachary Merves, 9, from St. Peters won fi rst and second 
place in a karate tournament at St.Clair. Zachary is pic-
tured with his great-grandmother Velma Riley of Sullivan.

Hank Schwetye

Law Office

636-583-3800

8 South Church

Union, Mo

35 Years Experience

•Injury  •Wrongful Death  •Auto Accidents

Serious injuries,

Serious legal help
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Local

to effectuate the healing process.” The type 
of wound goes far beyond diabetes-related 
ulcers and other common types of diffi cult 
wounds. Certain diseases of the eye and 
even venomous animal bites can be effec-
tively treated. 

Treatment, he says, is on an outpatient 
basis, so interruption to the patient is held 
to a minimum. The Wound Care Center at 

Missouri Baptist Sullivan Hospital is the 
only medical entity in the area using hy-
perbaric oxygen therapy. So far, says Cul-
breath, the results and feedback have been 

very positive.
Bob Deutsch is a believer. The Bourbon 

resident has suffered from a troublesome 
foot wound for several years. Since under-
going a series of two-hour hyperbaric oxy-
gen treatments, Deutsch’s proof of healing 
is evident. “You can see the progress from 
when Bob started to now,” said Blair How-
ard, safety director and hyperbaric oxygen 
tech at the Wound Care Center, pointing to 
a series of photographs depicting Deutsch’s 
wound. The process and treatment is rather 
simple.

Patients are placed inside a glass hyper-
baric chamber that is fi lled with pure oxy-
gen and taken to about 2.5 atmospheres – 
or about 78 feet. Much like decompression 
chambers commonly associated with deep-
sea divers, hyperbaric oxygen treatment is 
designed to accomplish three objectives.

“It stops infection, controls the edema 
(swelling), and actually grows new blood 
cells,” says Culbreath, noting that the sci-
ence has been around for about 40 years. 
“It’s become a streamline medicine now 
because the results are simply incredible.” 
And needed across the area.

Research indicates that upwards of 
2 percent of Americans will experience a 
chronic wound during their lifetime and 
approximately 6.5 million have chronic 
wounds at any given time. Until today, the 
nearest hyperbaric oxygen treatment facili-
ty meant a trip to St. Louis – for every treat-
ment. At the Wound Care Center, patients 
can be referred by a physician or self-admit.

As for the experience, hyperbaric 
treatment is as painless as watching TV. 
The patient is comfortably placed into the 
glass chamber, remaining in contact with 
the technician via a phone/speaker system. 

Facts
1-2 percent of population will experi-
ence chronic wound during lifetime
6.5 million people have chronic 
wounds
$25 billion spent on chronic wound 
care
$15.3 billion estimated expenditures 
on wound care products
40 million inpatient and 31.5 million 
outpatient surgical procedures in 
2000
$12 billion spent on skin “scarring”

Common wounds treated
-Diabetic ulcers
-Pressure ulcers
-Ischemic ulcers
-surgical wounds
-traumatic wounds
-Late effect radiation tissue damage
-Venous insuffi ciency

Wound Care Center patient Bob Deutsch watches TV while receiving hyper-
baric oxygen treatment for a foot wound. (Photo by Will Sites/SJ)

The technician monitors treatment and is in 
the room at all times. The patient can sim-
ply rest or watch TV while the pure oxygen 
does all the work.

“There’s defi nitely a need for this type 

of wound care,” Culbreath says. “That’s 
why we’re here.”

(Will Sites can be reached at 573-860-
6397 or news@sullivanjournal.com)

MoCHIP from A1
Wednesday. “It provides about everything we would 
need.” Information gathered at every MoCHIP event 
goes with the parent – nothing is retained by the orga-
nization. While Saturday’s warm weather may have 
slowed participation, the importance of MoCHIP is 
not lost on the local sponsoring lodge and volunteers.

“It (participation) is down a little this year,” said 
Larry Loomis, of Sullivan Masonic Lodge No. 69. 
“But the weather is nice and luckily we haven’t had 
anything bad happen that drives parents to these kind 

of events.” Events such as the disappearance (and 
fi nding) of Shawn Hornbeck and similar cases tend 
to drive participation. Regardless, more than 120,000 
children have been processed through MoCHIP since 
it began seven years ago.

“It’s a great program for our kids and communi-
ty,” said Loomis.

(Will Sites can be reached at 573-860-6397 or by 
email at news@sullivanjournal.com)

Words cannot express how 
thankful I am for all your votes. 

Special thanks to family and 
friends for all your help and 

support.

Staci Pfeuffer
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